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» Good technical writing is an important part of doing good research. Research is always a smaller part of
larger activities such as intellectual progress in a particular scientific field or development of products at
a company. Without technical writing, the exchange of important results in a growing scientific field
would be severely diminished, resulting in much less progress in that field. In the same way, technical
writing in the form of reports, summaries, memos, etc. helps speed the progress of product
development at companies. Imagine trying to do good research in a scientific field or on a new product
development project, but without the aid of being able to read or write technical papers. Progress would
drop from 100% to perhaps 25% or less. Now, imagine that you are able to read and write technical
papers, but that they are poor in quality, with bad writing, mistakes, incorrect conclusions, etc. This
would allow you to progress at better than 25%, but you would not be able to make 100% progress.
Thus, we can see that good technical writing is a very important part of doing good research. It is an
important part that we should be as good at as we are at doing the research itself.
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