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The Historical Study under the Context of Digital
Humanities-verification and Interpretation of Free
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Abstract

The arrival of the digital age, it driving the complicated information flow(big
data) through the digitization process, using the full-text or graphic mode to construct
the database, providing researchers with information search and retrieval through the
application platform of website, and then start the integrating mechanisms of human
studies and information technology. The Application of digital humanities, it aims that
used the repeatable validation of data to establish the legitimacy by previous studies,
or supplement its deficiencies, and thereby provide the humanities researchers a
research tool that different from the past, Therefore, the digital approach is to help
researchers to analyze complex data, and discovery the hidden concept context that
due to data dispersion in the past through the keywords.

The value of digital humanities in the historical study is to make the humanities
researchers rapid development of the concept of graphical plots by digital assistance,
and observing some distinct phenomena from the graph, meanwhile objectively to
read historical data and get historical interpretation. The innovative digital social
practice of historical research applications mainly reflected on several levels: First, by
operation of information technology program, it will be able to quickly complete the
historical evidence systematism through the program of information technology
operations ; Second, the integration of digital technology for big data that could
reduce the time of data compilation , and to spread and circulate results ; Third,
through the application of digital technology, the researchers could study and propose
the historical interpretation for wide range of historical topics; Fourth, it could
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enhance the results of historical research output through the application of digital
files.

The Free China publicized with 260 issues nearly 11 vyears, because it
emphasized the value of enlightenment at the time of Taiwan's current political
situation, or the historical context of the post-war Taiwan, whether advocating the
concept of freedom and democracy, promoting and even actual participation in the
political reform movement, the Free China has its undeniable position. On the
historical trajectory, it not only inherited the liberalism traditionally from the China,
such the relevant demands have become the claim of Taiwan's democratic
development later. Therefore, in the study on the process of political and social
development in postwar Taiwan, the analysis of Lei Chen and Free China have its
crucial historical role and significance.

So placing on the basis of digital humanities research, the study is to explore the
Free China as the subject, and to do the data mining in the historical data through the
application of information tools, and further reconstructing the concept context and
ideological systems of Free China.

The study will first view the Free China research in recent years, it includes the
qualitative analysis by human study and receiving the results of quantify by statistical
method. And then using by digital tools, the study attempts to analyze the following:
(1)Using the characteristics that digital tools to deal with big information, counting
total 260 free China that selected author, time, published articles and other three
variables to observe the development of relations between them, and through the
timeline and the number of articles axis coordinate framework, further analysis of the
overall time of the sort of articles published, the author of articles published between
individual sort of individual authors that sort of articles published in different years,
and to concrete grasp the published statistics and trends about author / time / articles.
(2)The use of computer-extracted keywords and human annotated keywords as a
benchmark vocabulary screening, first, it stating and generalizing the frequency of
Free China through the computer calculations, re-metering and concluding the article
subject classification of Free China. Second, analyzing the trends of subject
classification of the article in different years. (3)Comparing with the relevant
experimental results of this study obtained by digital tools, the use of computer
technology in the past did not use the results of a comparative analysis of human
study. Ultimately, integrating the relevant findings and providing future researchers
with reference to a method, pathways.

Keywords: Free China, Digital Humanities, Human Annotated Keywords,
Computer-extracted Keywords, Frequency Analysis
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