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Abstract 

Techniques for text mining are essential for the research of digital humanities. In this 
brief presentation, I review some applications of text mining for the analysis of the 
Chinese poetry and the enrichment of the China Biographical Database, which is hosted 
at the Harvard University. I discuss the applications of named-entity recognition and a 
basic form of grammar induction for extracting biographical information from classical 
Chinese texts, including local gazetteers and tomb biographies. Biographical information 
about historical figures proves to be instrumental for the studies of the history of words 
and their patterns in Chinese poetry. I will also extend our adventure into the Chinese 
poetry to explore the issues of stylometry, imageries, social network analysis based on 
some statistical analysis and string comparison methods. 

                 


